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Tibberton CE Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 

At Tibberton CE Primary School we recognize that the needs of the younger child 

are different to the needs of the older learner: 
 

- Physically their bodies are not yet fully developed. 

- Intellectually they are still developing their view of the world which is 

different to that of the older child. 

- Language is still evolving and they do not perceive the same shared meanings 

as older children and adults. 

- Emotionally they are learning to master and understand their feelings. 

- Socially they are still exploring social interactions with peers and adults. 
 

Early Years education underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, 

promoting and developing: 
 

- Personal, social and emotional well-being. 

- Positive attitudes and dispositions towards learning. 

- Social skills and persistence. 

- Language and communication skills. 

- Reading and writing. 

- Mathematics 

- Understanding of the world 

- Physical development 

- Creative development through expressive arts and design 
 

Our Early Years provision is based on the revised EYFS which was implemented 

in September 2012, and additional guidance.  

 

 

Vision and Aims 
 

Our vision is to provide and outstanding educational experience in the Early Years, 

with pupils at the heart of all that we do. 

 

Each child is unique and born ready and able to learn. By supporting the 

establishment of positive relationships and offering enabling environments we aim 

to ensure that: 

 we provide high-quality care and education where early years experiences 

build upon what children know and can already do. 
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 parents and practitioners work together; we work in partnership with 

children and parents building an honest and open relationship. 

 we provide rich and stimulating, active learning experiences, giving children 

opportunity to explore practical activities, make decisions independently, and 

develop problem solving skills. 

 we  promote independence, confidence and a sense of responsibility through 

working with experienced staff who establish, model and encourage positive 

relationships 

 all children feel included, secure and valued and no child is excluded or 

disadvantaged. 

 we prepare children for life in a diverse society and to view learning as a life 

long pursuit. 

 

Starting school and the EYFS 
 

 

Admission/Induction Arrangements 

 

 Induction Evening during Summer Term for parents of children starting school 

during the following academic year.  

 Parents are provided with a school prospectus and a booklet on how to help with 

literacy and numeracy skills at home. 

 Visits are made to pre-school settings during the term prior to the children 

starting school.  

 Children starting school in the Autumn spend one half-day in school at the end 

of the Summer term.  Parents are invited to join their children for a school 

lunch. 

 Tibberton Pre-School are invited to school performances and the Reception 

class are welcomed at the Playgroup’s end-of-term performance. 

 

 

 

The Early Years Curriculum 

 

The Early Years Foundation Phase begins at three years of age and continues to the 

end of Reception.  This stage prepares children for the National Curriculum and 

builds on the learning experiences which children have met and achieved during pre-

school to ensure continuity and progression.  

 

The curriculum has seven areas of learning. These are divided into prime areas and 

specific areas. The prime areas are: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, 
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physical development and Communication, Language. The specific areas are: 

Literacy, Mathematical Development, Understanding of the World and Expressive 

arts and design. The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to 

relationships and experiences and run through and support learning in all other 

areas. These areas are fundamental, work together, and move through to support 

development in all other areas. The specific areas include essential skills and 

knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. (EYFS 2012) 

 

The ways in which children engage with other people and their environment- playing 

and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically - underpin 

learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an 

effective and motivated learner. (EYFS 2012) 
 

In order to deliver this curriculum we – 
 

 Plan a learning environment, indoors and out which encourages a positive attitude 

to learning through rich and stimulating experiences by ensuring that each child 

feels included. 

 Make effective use of unexpected and unforeseen opportunities for children’s 

learning which arise from everyday events and routines. 

 Plan carefully differentiated activities to meet the needs of all children.  

 Plan for the following forms of play: Physical, Intellectual and Social and 

Emotional.  There is a balance of four types of play as appropriate to individual 

children’s needs, the learning outcomes intended and the management. 

These are:- 

 adult-led - where the adult interacts with the play and guides its 

outcome. 

 adult-directed - where the child engages in an activity set up by the 

adult that focuses on a specific objective. 

 child-led – where the child makes their own decisions about the kind 

and outcome of the play from a given range. 

 child-initiated - where the child has complete decision-making and  

          directional control of the play. 
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What happens in the Early Years environment? 
 

 

We aim to establish an ethos in which each unique child is valued and we provide an 

active learning setting which helps children build positive relationships in order to 

learn and develop.   

The children are given opportunities through the characteristics of effective 

learning to – 

 

 find out and explore 

 play with what they know 

 be encouraged to have a go 

 be involved and concentrate 

 keep on trying 

 enjoy achieving what they set out to do 

 have their own ideas 

 make links 

 choose ways to do things 

 

We establish an ethos in which individual achievements are valued and to provide an 

active learning setting where the children can – 

 
 

 Build on what they already know.  

 Have the space they need for their activities. 

 Are encouraged to make choices and develop independence by having equipment 

and materials readily available.  

 Are provided with resources that inspire and encourage them to initiate their 

own learning. 

 Are provided with interactive displays that reflect the community the children 

come from and the wider world. 

 Are allowed time for sustained concentration. 

 

 

Teaching methods will accommodate the different ways children learn by planning 

for the same learning objective in a range of different ways to include - 

 A multi-sensory, practical approach building on the concrete rather than the 

abstract. 

  A balance of groupings to include the whole class, small groups, partners, 

individuals, ability and mixed ability. adult-led - where the adult interacts with 

the play and guides its outcome. 
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 Adult-directed, child-led and child-initiated opportunities through all areas of 

learning.  

 

 

 

 

The role of the Early Years Support Assistant 
 

The role of the support assistant is to assist the teacher in - 

 supporting children’s learning through listening, questioning, challenging the 

childrens’ play to enable the pupils to make the most of their play experiences- 

and also know when to stand back and say nothing  

 assessing and recording children’s progress and reporting back to the class 

teacher 

 supporting the establishment of daily routines 

 maintaining a purposeful, orderly and supportive environment 

 support SEN children through planned intervention from the Teacher.  

 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 

 To provide equal access to the whole of the Early Years Curriculum for each 

child regardless of their gender, race, disability or social group. 

 To provide for those children working at a level which exceeds the requirements 

of the early learning goals. 

 To provide opportunities for those children who are developing at below their 

age and stage.  
 

Assessment 
 

Systematic observations and assessments of each child’s achievements and 

interests and learning styles are made formally and informally. These are used to 

identify learning priorities and inform planning. Formative assessment is on-going 

and evidence is kept in the form of:- 

 baseline information 

 tracking documents 

 children’s Learning Journeys  

 Planning which identifies and plans for next steps 

Summative assessment is produced at the end of the EYFS through the EYFS 

profile. The characteristics of effective learning will be reported upon and whether 

the child is emerging, average or exceeding the early learning goals. This 
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information is shared with the parents or carers and the teacher whose class the 

child will be in as a Year 1 pupil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Partnership 
 

Our aim is to work in partnership with parents to support each individual child and 

ensure that no child is disadvantaged or excluded.  We do this in the following 

ways:- 

 Induction process 

 Home/school agreement 

 Open days/evenings 

 Parental help in classroom, school visits, etc. 

 PTA 

 Parent voice 

 Sharing assemblies 

 Target setting 

 Sports day 

 Classroom notice board 

 Website 

 Newsletters and Parentmail 

 Reading journal 

 Letters and sounds book 

 Homework 

 

 

 

 

Success Criteria 

 

 Reception staff are fully aware of the developmental stages of the Early 

Learning Goals and the National Curriculum requirements. 

 Reception staff use their knowledge of pupil’s to inform baseline assessments. 

 Data is used from baseline assessments to inform planning for children’s next 

steps. 

 Assessment and evidence indicate progression. 

 Parents feel involved and are satisfied with their children’s development 
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